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A Connecticut couple creates a comfortable, .
urbane second home where they can enjoy city
life and their family in Philly.
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ill Turner and his wife, BJ, live in Durham, Connecticut, but most of their
relatives live in and around Philadelphia. And since they enjoy visiting the
city and spending time with family, they decided to buy a place that made
it easier to do both.
They landed on a high-floor condo at 10 Rittenhouse, but when they
enlisted interior designer Marguerite Rodgers to outfit the space, they threw her a
curveball.

Rodgers had worked with the couple on a project at their Connecticut home, so she
knew their tastes were fairly conservative. But it turned out they wanted their Philly quar-
ters to be a bit showier. “They like a lot of classic pieces, but we did them with a modern
twist,” project manager and designer Marco Angelucci explains. “BJ looked at one object
we showed her and said, “You know, I think I want something with a little more bling.”

Tasteful bling is exactly what the Turners got in a condo that displays a refined
exuberance in its use of color, light fixtures and placement of objects. A light palette
defines most of the spaces, allowing darker accents and artwork to stand out. The
mostly modern design has some classical touches as well, most notably the Jefferson-
meets-Art Deco foyer.

The need to accommodate several grandchildren gave Rodgers a rare chance to
design a bunk bedroom. “I like the idea of bunk beds and using space to the max,” she
says. The beds, which were a huge hit with both the kids and the adults, are one of sev-
eral ideas Rodgers had been wanting to incorporate into a space for years.
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PREVIOUS PAGE: Upholstered walls with dark wood trim define main living spaces like
the dining room, which affords a great view of the Center City skyline. KITCHEN: The
sunny yellow walls amplify the abundant natural light that pours through the condo’s
full-height windows. STUDY: Rodgers's design team recommended artwork, furniture
and lighting for the Turners’s city home, but that globe is all Bill: “He loves history and
maps.” KIDS’ BEDROOM: The kids love this room so much—and it suits their needs so
well—that Rodgers is adding one like it to the family’s summer home in North Carolina.
FOYER: This space is Rodgers's favorite: “The inlaid floor was very successful and adds
adramatic touch,” she says. SITTING ROOM: “They like color and pattern, and Bill is an
engineer, so he likes things that have an interesting function, mechanism or texture,”
Rodgers says. The artwork and furniture in this room provide plenty of all three.
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FOR THE LATEST IN HOME AND REAL ESTATE NEWS,
CHECK OUT PROPERTY ONLINE: PHILLYMAG.COM/PROPERTY.
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